Introducing the 2008 Yearbook and its Theme on Access to Health Information
The International Medical Informatics Association (IMIA) Yearbook in 2008 focuses on the role of access to health information, which is critical to the contributions and impact of the field, just as IMIA completes the celebration of its fortieth birthday. The Yearbook starts with an article by the new President of IMIA, R. Haux entitled Health Care and Informatics: On IMIA's Opportunities and Responsibilities in its Fifth Decade. This editorial is followed by the Preface by A. Geissbuhler on the topic of access to health information as a key for better health in the knowledge society. The Yearbook includes a number of major articles centered around the theme of Access to Health Information, covering present and past contributions of informatics to this topic, as well as future directions. The first, special section of the Yearbook on this topic carries a synopsis of the selected best papers by A. 
About the IMIA Yearbook of Medical Informatics
The Yearbook of Medical Informatics of the International Medical Informatics Association (IMIA) is distributed through IMIA's Member and Corresponding Member Societies worldwide. Since its inception in 1992 it has been the single most important publication summarizing the activities of IMIA, and showcasing the best of medical informatics research for the previous year. Due to changing demands by its readership and the expanded availability of original papers over the web, the IMIA Yearbook of Medical Informatics has adopted a new format and mode of publication since 2006, with the goal of substantially broadening its availability to virtually all members of the IMIA family. In particular, surveys, giving overviews of recent developments, and comprehensive introductory reviews on relevant topics in the different fields of health and biomedical informatics, have been added as original articles. Now published as a supplement of Methods of Information in Medicine, one of the official journals of IMIA, these original papers are peer-reviewed, indexed in Medline, and impact-factor listed. The Yearbook remains a nonprofit publication of IMIA, jointly published with Schattauer Verlag. It is currently subscribed to by 23 of IMIA's national member societies, providing access for about 20,000 individuals.
Information on IMIA and on its Regional Groups
As is the past, the IMIA Board and General Assembly met in conjunction with the MEDINFO 2007 Conference, held in Brisbane, Australia in August, and at the conclusion of the meeting leadership of the Association was transferred to the new President-elect Reinhold Haux (Germany) by Past President Nancy Lorenzi (USA). Because of his new duties, Professor Haux stepped down from editorship of the IMIA Yearbook, which is now edited by Antoine Geissbuhler (Switzerland) and Casimir Kulikowski (USA). Peter Murray, the new IMIA Vice President for Working Groups, contributes an article on the IMIA Strategic Plan and how it is helping in coordinating the working group activities. The Yearbook contains detailed information about IMIA, its Member Soci-eties, Regional Groups, Working Groups, and Special Interest Groups. Preparation of the general pages describing IMIA activities received considerable assistance from Steven Huesing, the Executive Director. The section on IMIA Working Groups and Special Interest Groups was greatly aided by contributions from Peter Murray. For the third time a more detailed report on the activities of IMIA regions is included with the help of Regional Editors. We would like to thank Arie Hasman and Rolf Engelbrecht (for EFMI), Ghislain B. 
Erratum
The editors of the IMIA Yearbook want to inform their readers about the following facts: As stated in the editorial, the printing of the 2007 IMIA Yearbook was suppported by funding from Siemens Medical Solutions. Because no disclosure statement was included to cover potential conflicts of interest due to this circumstance that might have affected the original articles contained in the 2007 Yearbook we is-
